
 
 
 

Q & A for Prince Henry Community 
Why a child care centre? 

 DEMAND: There is a shortage of child care services in Little Bay area  

 Growing number of younger families moving into the area 

 Our support campaign specifically targeted the surrounding streets of Prince Henry and many 
families have stated they are in desperate need of this facility. 

 This service/facility will complement the existing businesses operating in the precinct. 

 Operational hours for this facility would be less disruptive than alternative uses for the 
building.  

 Positive environmental impact for children to grow and develop in their community. 

We were told the heritage cottage would never be touched? 

 Unfortunately there seem to be some local residents under the misapprehension that the 
building could not be touched. Although Pine Cottage is heritage-listed, the property is zoned 
for commercial as well as residential use. 

 It is disappointing to think that people may have purchased in neighbouring buildings, under 
such a misapprehension.  

Does the design of the centre respect the heritage nature of the 
building? 

 The architect is working closely with the owner and Heritage NSW to maintain the integrity of 
this unique building.   

 We have recently issued a new amendment to the original DA, which encompasses the 
existing single level allowing for a more conservative approach.  

 This proposed transformation hopes to give something back to the community by embracing 
the new generation, while respecting the history of the building.  

Pine Avenue cannot handle the proposed access to the centre? 

 Residents on Pine Avenue were taken into consideration during the design phase, which is 
why the entry to the Centre is located off Nurses Walk. 

 Direct access is not from Pine Avenue, it was always on the side of the property via pedestrian 
access on Nurses Walk. 

 Traffic consultants have identified there is more flexibility having this access point, with ample 
parking available in surrounding streets.  

 Entry from Nurses Walk was to assist and relieve any additional congestion from one 
particular street.   

 Only Senior Management will enter and exit off Pine Ave, using the existing onsite basement 
parking.  
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What about parking? 

 Council has allocated a few car spaces directly in front of the property. We expect these 
parking bays to be 5-10mins parking Monday to Friday only. 

 This type of parking is well suited for the service we provide.  

 Traffic consultants have assessed the area; they have indicated that the use of these spots and 
the additional spaces located on a number of surrounding streets, will allow ample parking for 
existing residents as well as visitors to the area.  

 We anticipate peak periods will be twice a day, and believe any other commercial usage for 
Pine Cottage, such as a cafe / restaurant, would require longer parking periods.  

 The premises have six existing car spots onsite for senior management staff. 

 Remaining staff who require parking, will be advised to use nearby public parking areas. 
Traffic assessments have confirmed that there is enough vacancy in these areas to 
accommodate staff requirements (especially during the times required), and should not 
heavily impact residents or visitors to the area. 

 Additional parking and drop off points for visitors and parents using the centre will be located 
on various surrounding streets at the back of the building near the Nurses Walk.  

 All council parking bays are clearly marked and all parking will be in accordance with Council’s 
parking regulations.  

Traffic congestion on Pine Avenue is already a problem 

 We understand existing residents are concerned about additional congestion on Pine Avenue.   

 The Centre operates Monday to Friday only, so we will not be contributing to the traffic 
congestion experienced mainly on weekends by visitors using the park and beach.  

 Currently 80 per cent of families looking to utilise the facility are within walking distance, and 
have confirmed they plan to walk to the Centre. 

Pedestrian safety on Pine Avenue 

 Most families planning on using the centre are local residents who are already frequently 
accessing the surrounding area.  

 We will ensure our families are familiar with the elderly residents adjacent to the building, and 
we have no doubt they will continue to be mindful of their presence as they to share the 
amenities.  

Child care centres are noisy 

 The uniqueness of this site location allows for children to enjoy their learning experience with 
no direct adjoining neighbors.  

 We believe all members of the community can share the open space and this environment will 
enhance the social interaction for the children, allowing them to thrive in their local 
community.  

 The facility operates on set outdoor play times, where the number of hours spent outside and 
number of children outside are limited each day.   

 The Centre has an innovative design where there are multiple play areas for children at each 
development stage, which will assist in limiting any noise impact.  

 These spaces are larger than average child care centres, which gives children the freedom to 
explore and play in smaller numbers.  

 We have large undercover indoor play areas, which allow children to feel as though they are 
outside even when they are not.   

 The great natural light throughout the centre enhances learning abilities in a more relaxing 
environment for the children.  
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Play equipment and shade sails can be ‘bulky’ and an ‘eye sore’ for a 
heritage building 

 The architect and landscape architects have developed state of the art play equipment and 
areas, which embrace and complement the building and the natural surrounding.  

 The front of the cottage will be further enhanced with additional landscaping to create extra 
privacy adding to the existing charm of this heritage building.   

 Our aim is to blend the building with the picturesque environment, so the equipment will take 
on a more earthy natural tones and materials. 

 The safety and welfare of our children is paramount, so we have looked to design outdoor 
areas that can be built up with additional landscaping and trees that will provide a canopy to 
shade the areas for the children.  

 We have no intention of erecting shade sails or having any large play equipment at the front 
of the property.  

Children attending the child care centre will overcrowd and deter locals 
from using the park 

 The child care centre does not operate outside the vicinity of the property. All play areas are 
within the boundary of the property and parents cannot directly access the adjoining 
parklands from our property. 

 There will be full safety measures in place and the property will be fenced off and secured 
from the general public.  

 Local parents enrolled in our centre, will no doubt continue to use the adjoining park with 
their children as the park is a public facility.  As with any public facility, we have no control 
over if and when this will occur.  


