
ORORA HT INCINERATOR - MTG WITH MATT KEAN/NSW EPA 

Dear Residents 

Last Wednesday 29th April Terry, Chris and I had a phone con with Peter Poulos (Senior 

Advisor to Matt Kean) and Giselle Howard (Regional Director, Metropolitan South, NSW 

EPA) to discuss the issues surrounding Orora’s proposed installation of a HT incinerator at 

their Matraville paper mill. 

Terry and I outlined Matraville residents objections to Orora’s proposal given all the 

previous hard work done to clean up pollution in the Matraville area and also the potentially 

serious impacts of pollutants emitted by HT incinerators, as well as issues associated with 

increased noise and vehicle traffic around Orora’s mill.  

Given this, Peter Poulos stated that residents (and RCC?) would still be able to review 

Orora’s EIS and raise issues, even though Orora’s proposal had been classified as “state 

significant”. Chris queried why Orora’s proposal had been classified as “state significant” as 

experience had shown that this allowed proposals to by-pass normal planning controls and 

he requested that the classification criteria be clarified. 

During the meeting Chris raised a number of issues, including the following: 

1. There are well documented cases in the UK, US and Europe where highly toxic 
pollutants had been found in the environment and the food chain, e.g. in chicken 
eggs and breast milk.  Also, apart from the large quantities of greenhouse gases 
generated by the incineration process, the ash generated during incineration was 
highly toxic and required special PPE to protect the workers whenever the ash was 
handled or maintenance was carried out on the equipment. In addition, the ash and 
any PPE used to handle it also had to be treated as hazardous waste that could not 
be put into a normal landfill. 

2. There are viable, alternative technologies available based on reducing, reusing and 
recycling used materials that could be incorporated into NSW’s existing recycling 
industry, but that the NSW Govt would need to take the lead and provide the 
incentives for industry to take this up and make it happen.  

3. Currently it is believed that there are four “waste to energy” proposals being 
considered for Sydney and Sydney’s location within a basin would create the perfect 
conditions for inversion layers to form trapping any emissions. And this would lead 
to a serious degradation to the quality of life in Sydney. 

4. Given that Minister Stokes would be approving a number of waste management 
projects (among others) within the next month a further meeting with his 
department be set up ASAP. Peter Poulos agreed to make enquiries with the 
Planning Department to clarify what these projects were and determine the best 
way forward. 

Chris confirmed that he was happy to provide copies of any material, papers or calculations 

referenced to assist the Minister’s and the NSW EPA with their investigations and Peter 

Poulos provided an alternative email to assist with this.  

We await their reply. 

Steve McAndrew 

Chair, Matraville Precinct 


