
PROPOSED ORORA/SUEZ HIGH TEMPERATURE INCINERATOR, MATRAVILLE 

SAMPLE LETTER TO THE PREMIER OR INDIVIDUAL MINISTERS 

 
Dear Premier (and/or Minister) 

I write as a concerned resident of the eastern suburbs that will be severely impacted by Orora’s high 
temperature waste incinerator proposed to be built at their Matraville paper mill. 

Orora and the Suez Group are proposing to build a high temperature waste incinerator as part of a 
cogeneration plant to provide steam for Orora’s Botany Paper Mill. 

While it may save Orora money in energy costs, the emissions from high temperature incineration 
could cause severe, long term impacts to the environment and health of residents living anywhere in 
the vicinity of Orora’s mill. This is because any pollutants emitted from the incinerator will be 
airborne and impact suburbs either north of the mill, or around Botany Bay depending on the wind 
direction. Some of the main issues for concern are:  

1) The main source of fuel for Orora’s incinerator will be “process engineered fuel” or PEF, 
supplied by the Suez Group. Approximately 80% of the fuel for the incinerator will be PEF 
produced by Suez and the remainder, waste from Orora’s plant. Overall the fuel stream will 
contain a range of plastics and other oil based materials which, when burnt, can produce 
dioxins which are the most lethal Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) known. This is 
because dioxins bioaccumulate in the environment and damage the health of the 
community by contaminating the air we breathe and local fish and food grown in the area. 
Dioxins are highly toxic compounds which may cause cancer and neurological damage, 
disrupt reproductive systems, thyroid and respiratory systems, etc. 

2) Experience has shown that even with the most sophisticated scrubber and pollution control 
equipment installed, it is notoriously difficult to maintain the optimum furnace conditions to 
minimise the production of highly toxic pollutants such as dioxins. This is because to 
maximise the amount of steam produced, the process has to be run at temperatures which 
maximise the quantities of dioxins produced. 

3) The scrubber liquid, ash and dusts produced by high temperature incineration are also highly 
hazardous to workers and the environment and require special treatment and containment 
facilities. The effluent streams from the incinerator have the potential to cause serious 
environmental pollution should even small leaks or spills occur. 

4) Workers carrying out maintenance and other activities on high temperature incinerators 
must wear special protective equipment which itself must be treated as hazardous waste 
once exposed to any of effluent streams from the incinerator. This includes clothing, gloves, 
respiratory protection, boots and any tools and equipment which can’t be decontaminated, 
creating even more hazardous waste which also must be contained and managed.  

5) High temperature incineration also produces large amounts of carbon dioxide and nitrous 
oxides which contribute to global warming - the combustion of one tonne of mixed recycled 
plastic will create approximately 1.74 tonnes of carbon dioxide (ref: 1), plus a range of other 
pollutants. 

6) Assuming an average density of 500 kg/m3 for Suez’s Process Engineered Fuel (PEF) and a 
packed volume of 67m3/40 foot container, to transport 160,000 tonnes of mixed recycled 
plastic/annum to Orora’s mill will require a minimum of 4,800 containers or an additional 
4,800 truck movements/annum. This represents a huge increase in truck movements over 



the local roads in the area. (NB: Suez’s process engineered fuel is an assumption as an 
indicative density from Suez was not available). 

7) The use of high temperature incineration also discourages otherwise recyclable materials 
from being collected and reused. Experience in Europe has shown that high temperature 
incineration has become the preferred method of disposal over reducing, reusing or 
recycling.  

Yours sincerely 
 
YOUR NAME 
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