
From: Ministerial Correspondence Mailbox <Ministerial.Correspondence@environment.nsw.gov.au>  
Sent: 12 February 2020 11:53 
To: Christopher Hanson  
Subject: A reply to your correspondence to the Minister for Energy and Environment – MD20/438 
 

Dear Mr Hanson 
 
I refer to your email to the Minister for Energy and Environment, the Hon Matt Kean MP 
about the proposed energy from waste facility at Matraville. Your email was referred to the 
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) and I have been asked to reply. 
 
I acknowledge your concerns about this proposed energy from waste facility. I understand 
that the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is currently being prepared for the project, 
and once submitted to the Planning and Assessments Division of the Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE) for assessment, it will be placed on public 
exhibition and stakeholders will be invited to make a submission on the proposal. I 
encourage you to make a submission. 
 
The EIS will be subject to a detailed merit assessment process, including consultation with 
the community, key stakeholders and government authorities such as NSW Health, the EPA 
and Randwick City Council. 
 
The proposed Suez energy recovery facility is classed as State Significant Development 
(SSD 10373) and will be assessed by DPIE under the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. The determination will be made by the Minister for Planning and 
Public Spaces (or delegate) or the Independent Planning Commission.   
 
I note your concerns about consideration of the proposal by the NSW Government. All 
applications are assessed on their merits, and the Planning Secretary’s Environmental 
Assessment Requirements require Suez to prepare a comprehensive EIS for the proposal. 
The EIS must include a detailed analysis and assessment of the impacts from the facility, 
including truck movements and air emissions. In its EIS, Suez will need to comply with the 
NSW Energy from Waste Policy Statement and undertake an air quality impact assessment.  
 
The Energy from Waste Policy Statement was compiled by the EPA and sets out the 
framework and overarching criteria that apply to facilities proposing to thermally treat waste 
or waste-derived materials for the recovery of energy. Under the Policy Statement, 
applicants must demonstrate that they will be using contemporary international best practice 
techniques in respect to design, emissions controls and monitoring and the management of 
incoming waste and outgoing residues. Energy recovery facilities can only use residual 
waste that would otherwise go to landfill. This requirement promotes a circular economy by 
ensuring that higher order waste outcomes are achieved, and recycling opportunities are 
supported. The Policy Statement can be viewed on the EPA website at 
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/waste/waste-facilities/energy-recovery . 
 
The EPA will also provide technical input into the merit assessment process. You can keep 
track of the planning process by visiting the website: 
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/project/25211 
 
Thank you again for bringing this matter to the NSW Government’s attention. If you have any 
further questions about this issue, please contact Mr Craig Flemming, Unit Head, Regulatory 
Operations Metro,  EPA, on 9995 6927 or at craig.flemming@epa.nsw.gov.au.  
 


